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grains in the general market the danger to public health does not seem
to be great. So far human selenium poisoning has not been reported
in the toxic areas. In the selenium regions, however, analyses have re-
vealed the presence of selenium in food, such as milk, eggs, corn,
wheat, barley, rye, string beans, lettuce, cabbage, and turnip leaves in
amounts varying from 0.3 to 150 p.p.m. These findings in addition to
the results of the survey conducted by Smith and Franke ('36) of the
rural population of parts of Wyoming, South Dakota, and Nebraska,
where definite proof of absorption of selenium by some of these in-
dividuals and an exhibition of a symptomatology resembling the condi-
tion in animals was noted, indicate the gravity of this problem at least
locally and also indicate that there is no reason to believe that man is
physiologically immune.

The researches on the cause of the animal disease now known to
be induced by selenium represent one of the most elaborate and pains-
taking studies in the field of nutrition. Several bureaus of the U. S.
Department of Agriculture and the Experiment Stations of South Da-
kota and of Wyoming participated in the investigation. Moxon ('37)
has written the most elaborate account of these studies.

The development of the selenium problem emphasizes the already
recognized importance of "trace" inorganic elements in plant and,
hence, in animal and human nutrition.
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